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To the Student

English is divided into Part A and Part B and includes a total of thirty-six units. These books are
designed to improve your knowledge in English grammar, writing skills, and word analysis. If you work
carefully through each unit, you should become a better writer and reader, and also you should know
many of the words that teachers and writers use to talk about our language.

This is English — Part A, and it covers the following areas.
1. Writing skills — sentences, paragraphs, and letters (Units * to 7)
2. Usage — capitals and punctuation {Units 8 to 16)

English — Part B covers the following areas.
1. Word analysis — vowels and consonants, prefixes and suffixes, synonyms and antonyms
(Units 17 to 24)
2. Parts of speech — nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, articles, prepositions,
conjunctions, and interjections (Units 25 to 36)

Each unit introduces one skill. The first four pages of the unit teach the new material, and the fifth page
is a test to see how much you have learned. The unit ends with a review page of short practice questions
on the skills learned in previous units. By the end of this book, you should know the material so well that
you will be successful on the final test.

The two-part box at the top of each page is for your grade. The number filled in is the number of
questions on the page; the empty part of the box is for you or your teacher to write in the number of
questions you got right. At the back of your book is a progress chart on which to record your grades as
you go through the book.

I hope you find the book interesting and helpful. Good luck!

KiMm MARSHALL



Unit 1 — Subject and Predicate 1

Sentences are made up of two parts:
the subject (names the person or thing that the sentence is about)
the predicate (tells something about the subject)

In the following sentences, underline the subject once and the predicate twice.

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., was shot in Memphis, Tennessee.

The box in the attic had been there for ninety-three years.

The car and the truck collided on the expressway.

The television camera filmed the basketball game.
The school was the best in the city.

His father was a baseball star in high school.

The car’s engine exploded during the race.

Her oldest brother went to college in California.
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Harold and Cynthia were married last July.

-—
=

They sent a postcard from Hawaii.

-
-—

. He was lost.

—
N

. The house burned down last night.

-
w

. The rooms looked beautiful with the new paint.

—_
S

. George and Thelma and Rita went on a bicycle trip together.

—
(&)

. The two hundred rats deserted the sinking ship.

—
(o2}

. The substitute teacher had trouble with the class.

-
~

. He looked up the word in the dictionary.

—_
o]

. Your grandmother and grandfather are nice people.

—
©

. The typewriter made her letters look better.



Subject and Predicate 2

In the following sentences, underline the subject once and the predicate twice.

1. The old man took the plane to New York.

2. Two astronauts landed on the moon.
3. He read the whole book in an hour.
4. The boy and his brother went fishing yesterday afternoon.
5. The little girl was the toughest person in the class.
6. The knife wasn't sharp enough to cut the steak.
7. Robert and Marvin went to the baseball game last night.
8. The elephants charged the hunters.
9. He wanted to be president when he grew up.
10. Smoking is terrible for your health.

Now write a predicate for the following subjects. Remember to end the sentence with a
period, a question mark, or an exclamation mark.

1. His grandfather

2. The burglar

3. Monopoly

4. President Kennedy

Write a subject for the following sentences.

1. felt sick after the enormous meal.
2 passed them going ninety miles an hour.
3. shot the enemy soldier in the leg.
4 was pleasant and sunny for their field trip.




Subject and Predicate 3

23

In the following sentences, underline the subject once and the predicate twice.

1. The book about submarines and sailing ships absorbed him.
The oldest man in America is over 130 years old.

Their new, beautiful, shiny car was wrecked.

The nurse put a big bandage on the cut.

The man cried.

Her dress was the latest style.

The paper about poisonous snakes was very interesting.
She was too young to join the ballet company.

Her mother’s friend was in a bad car accident.

© v o N o o0 B~ W N
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Mrs. Jackson and her family moved to another part of the city.

Compound sentences are two sentences joined by a conjunction (and, but, or, for, nor, and so).
This means there are two subjects and two predicates to underline.

1. Henry walked into the movie late, but he still understood the story.

The car drove around the corner, and the police began to chase it.
He crossed the river, and the horse followed him.

Cynthia was a wonderful girl, and many boys asked her for dates.
The marmalade tasted good, but the apricot jelly tasted even better.
The ship sailed into the harbor, and its guns opened fire.

The two men were given medals for bravery, but they refused to accept them.

® N @ o s w N

July and August were hot months, but the air conditioner made things bearable.



Subject and Predicate 4
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In the following sentences, underline the subject once and the predicate twice.

1. India and Pakistan had a war in 1971.

She lost her new pen yesterday afternoon.

The alarm clock didn‘t ring this morning.

They came back an hour late from lunch.

A cool, fresh glass of orange juice is nice.

The math and spelling assignments were too hard for her.

The boy and the German shepherd went for a walk in the park.
Six million Jews were murdered in World War 11.

The boy didn’t want to make friends with anyone.
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It was a beautiful day.

-
-—

. The cars’ engines were defective.

12. Their house and their car were very expensive.

Now underline both subjects and both predicates in the following compound sentences.

1. She put mustard on the steak, but it still tasted terrible.

The blind woman crossed the street, and all the cars stopped for her.

People like clean air, but they like to drive their cars even more.

The huge, ferocious, snorting bull charged, but the brave matador stood his ground.
It was cold, but he didn‘t want to wear a coat.

The boat crashed into an iceberg, and it quickly sank.

The newspaper’s front page carried the story, but she didn’t have time to read it.

© N o 0o &~ 0w N

The strawberry ice cream was delicious, so she asked for seconds.




Test 1— Subject and Predicate

26

In each sentence below, underline the subject once and the predicate twice.

The last six sentences are compound sentences with two subjects and two predicates.

1.

N = am  m = = e A
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The man and his wife moved to Kansas last year.

He loved peaches and cream.

The year 1968 was a year of two assassinations in America.

The microphone picked up the spy’s conversations.

Harold and his little sister got lost in the maze.

People with no imagination have less fun in life.

The monster with the furry green hair and long legs chased her around the block.
It was too cold for most outdoor sports that day.

The caterpillar crawled onto her hand.

Her grandfather lived to be a hundred and five years old.

. The principal of the school was a nervous wreck.

. The racing car with the green stripes won the race.

. The newspaper was full of advertisements for used cars.

. Jerome, Leroy, Liza, and Beth passed the swimming test.

. The old car broke down, but her father still didn’t want to buy a new one.

. The weather was terrible, so they called off the picnic.

. The Mississippi River runs for hundreds of miles, and it is very wide in places.

. The old woman tried the custard, but she spat it out.

Pollution in the water kills fish, and pollution in the air hurts people.

. The box of cereal was rotten, so his mother threw it in the garbage.




Unit 2— Sentence Fragments 1

14

Sentence fragments are groups of waords that don’t express a complete thought. When people use
sentence fragments in their writing, they are writing p/eces of sentences instead of complete sentences.
To help you decide if a group of words is a sentence or a fragment, ask yourself if the group of words
sounds complete and makes sense alone. If it doesn’t, most likely the word group is a fragment.

Put an X after the sentence fragments below, and write fragment on the line.
Put a check ,~ after the complete sentences, and write complete on the line.

1. As they were leaving the party. X fragment

As they left she slipped on the ice. _ ¥ complete

Sitting on the pillow.

The cat was sitting on the pillow.

The old car sputtered to a halt.

Her brother who lived in Kansas.

The sun, almost hidden by the clouds.

She loved to sing while she took a shower.

The fire engine screaming down the street.
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After the long party.

—_
—_

. Whistling while he worked.

—_
N

. With all his suitcases packed.

13. The train crashed.

Each of the following examples is a sentence fragment. On the line below it, rewrite the
fragment by adding words to make it a complete sentence.

1. After the football game.

After the football game, they went out to dinner.

2. Swinging his arms in time to the music.

3. His grandmother living in New York.

4. The bright sunlight.




Sentence Fragments 2
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Put an X after the examples below that are sentence fragments.

To help you decide if the group of words is a fragment, ask yourself if the group of words sounds complete
and makes sense alone. If it doesn’t, most likely the word group is a fragment.

1. Coming through the clouds. _____ 7. Smoking in bed.

. Heraced along the beach. ____ 8. Brazil is the largest country in

. . South America.
. New York, the world’s most exciting city.

9. The Pacific, largest ocean in the world. ____

10. To avoid the rush hour.

2
3
4. She wrote a three-page letter.
5. Stuffing things into his suitcase. ___
6

. When the old man died. _____
In each example below, make the two groups of words into one complete sentence.
Remember: sentence fragments are groups of words that don’t make a complete thought.

1. After the ball game. They went home.

After the ball game, they went home.

2. He cried. When his mother left home.

3. It was amazing. The way the giant lifted the whole tree.

4. The skyscraper fell. During the earthquake.

5. Even though she was weak. She crawled to safety.

6. The rickety old car. Finished the race.

7. The president’s daughter. Was kidnapped.

8. Before the storm. Everyone was running around like mad.

9. Leroy wanted to surprise his father. By washing the car.

10. The firemen rushed to the scene. To put out the fire.




Sentence Fragments 3
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Put an X after the examples below that are sentence fragments.

1. Hot fudge sundaes, her favorite dessert. 6.
2. The children raced to the car. 7.
3. The letter in the green envelope. ____ 8.
4. The rocket shot acrossthe sky. _____ 9.
5. Drawing a straight line with the ruler. 10.

They threw a party on Sunday. _____
Her throwing arm was very strong. __
Philadelphia, cradle of liberty. _____
Harvey cried.

Before coming over to my house. ___

In each example below, make the groups of words into one complete sentence.

You may have to add words.

1. When the old man died. No one came to his funeral.

2. Coming into the harbor. The ship ran aground on a sandbar.

3. Have a party. As soon as you can.

4. Mr. Carter, president of the United States.

5. Coming through the open door.

6. Singing all the time.

7. Over the fence, running to escape the mad dog.

8. The woman jumped. Just in time to avoid the car.

9. The notebook, her favorite color.

10. Driving to the beach.




Sentence Fragments 4
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In each paragraph, underline the one group of words that is a sentence fragment.

1. A bat flew down the chimney and out into the crowded living room. People screamed and
dropped their drinks. The bat flew silently around the room. Trying to find a way out. Finally
someone opened a window, and the bat flew out into the night.

2. The boy claimed that he could lift the back of a car right off the ground. His friends didn’t
believe him. Daring him to do it right then. They led him to the back of a large Oldsmobile. He
suddenly decided it would be more fun to go have a pizza.

3. The plane crashed in the jungle during a storm. A storm worse than any in ten years. There
were three survivors, and they were all seriously injured. They made their way through the jungle
for ten days. Finally they were rescued.

In each example below, make the groups of words into a complete sentence.
You may have to add words.

1. Her funny, lively, entertaining aunt.

2. As the president boarded the plane.

3. Hearing the door open.

4. She was frightened. That she would lose the race.

5. Flying across the sky. The plane looked beautiful.

6. The boots were too small. For his enormous feet.

7. That bright sun!

8. Something in her face.

9. Coming through the tunnel at eighty miles an hour.




Test 2— Sentence Fragments
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Put an X after the examples below that contain sentence fragments.

1. Having too much money.

The old rusty nail scraped herarm. ____
George lied. ____
She chuckled silently. At the Snoopy cartoon.

Driving to the airport. They had an accident.

The hibernating bear was awakened by the bulldozer.

This stupid book.____ lcan'treadit. ____

The ball sailed into the air. Right through the goalposts. _____

Her favorite horse won the race.
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They heard the typewriter tapping away all night.

In each example below, make the groups of words into a complete sentence.

1. When | get there. I'm going to sleep for twelve hours.

2. Climbing up the long ladder.

3. She was worried. About her sick son.

4. The room, almost filled with smoke.

5. The 747, the largest commercial airplane.

6. His favorite baseball bat, ruined in the fight.

7. Important people coming to dinner.

Underline three sentence fragments in the paragraph below.

The girl touched a dead squirrel. Lying on the sidewalk. She didn’t think anything more about it. Several
days later she began to develop sores. Under her arms. At first the doctors could not figure out what was
wrong with her, so they sent her home. Then she developed a high fever. One hundred and three degrees!
It turned out she had the plague, which she had caught from germs on the dead squirrel. She was given
the right medicines and lived.

10



Review Test 2

In the following sentences, underline the subject once, the predicate twice.

-

. The shiny Model T Ford won first prize.

. Her oldest sister went to the hospital.

2
3. His dreams were scary.
4. She ran like the wind.
5

. The attic contained all kinds of old junk.

Underline both subjects and both predicates in the following compound sentences.
1. The people cheered loudly, and the king waved happily.

. Some people laughed, but others frowned.

2

3. He wrote a check, but the check bounced.
4. The plane is quicker, but the bus is cheaper.
b

. His mother came from Utah, and his father came from Mexico.

Which part of the sentence tells about the action?

Which part of the sentence names the person or thing the sentence is about?

N



Unit 3— Slang and Standard English 1

18

Almost everyone talks a kind of slang with friends. There is nothing wrong with talking slang. But there
are times and places when using slang can turn people off. At timas like these, it's best to use ‘‘standard
English.” You know the kinds of situations: a job interview, talking to a teacher in school, talking to a
judge in court, and other formal situations. It is important that you know the difference between slang and
standard English, so you can use each in the right place.

In each pair of sentences below, one sentence is slang and one is standard English.
Write slang or standard after each sentence.

1. That song is really cool.

. It is quite cool outside today.

2
3. You're so lame!
4

. The animal was lame as a result of the accident.

. That's a really sweet tie you’re wearing.

This pie is sweet and delicious.

She hopes her soul will go to heaven when she dies.

Aretha Franklin’s got soul.

© © N o o

He kept pulling her leg to see if she was awake.

10. You must be pulling my leg—that can’t be true!

11. Why don't you just get lost.

12. Be careful not to get lost in the park.

13. Those dudes really know what they're doing.

14. My family spent the summer on a dude ranch out West.

15. | want some candy—you got any dough on you?

16. We kneaded the dough for the pizza we were making.

17. They did such a bad job they will have to do it again.

18. Itell you that movie is bad! You've got to see it.

12



Slang and Standard English 2

25

in each pair of sentences below, one sentence is slang and one is standard English.

Write slang or standard after each sentence.

1.

- =t = A A A = A =
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20.
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. | put a rag on the floor to soak up the water that spilled.
. | have a pain in my neck from the draft last night.
. You know something? You're a pain in the neck.
. Can | crash at your place tonight?
. There was a terrible car crash on Main Street last night.
. | keep telling you, he's nuts.
. Buy some nuts for me at the market, will you.
. He was sitting on my pencil case.
. He is always on my case.

. Why don't you just chill out?

That kid’s cool.

Bring a sweater in case it gets cool.

You jerk, what a stupid thing to do!

The train jerked forward, and my book fell off my lap.

He watched the mother goat lead her kids into the field.

You must be kidding me—I don’t believe you.

We hang out together.

It's dangerous to hang out a window.

Don’t rag on him.

There is a real chill in the air this morning.

Now translate (change) these slang expressions into standard English. See if you can get the
same meaning without using slang.

1.

He's lame.

2. That's cool.

3.

4.

5. You jerk!

Quit messing around.

Are you into it?

13




Slang and Standard English 3
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Write slang or standard after each sentence below.

1. That dress is sweet.

That dress is very nice.

I've always done what | felt was natural.

| do my thing.

He was really bummed out by his math grade.

He was very disappointed in his math grade.

Check out that dude.

Look at that man.

She was psyched about the concert.

© © ® N o O & w D
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She was excited about the concert.

Tell whether slang or standard English would be better to use in each of the following situations.

1. talking in the principal’s office in school

talking to friends on the street

being interviewed on television

talking to a judge in court

talking to your parents at dinner

talking to your friends at recess in school

talking to your boyfriend’s or girlfriend’s father

® N O @ A& w N

talking to your boyfriend or girlfriend

Now write down your favorite slang expressions on the left. Write what they mean in standard
English on the right.

Slang Standard

o ~ W N

14



Slang and Standard English 4
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Translate (change) each of these slang expressions into standard English. Try to get the same
meaning without using any slang at all.

-

—_

—_
=)

12.
13.
14.

15.
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. I'm hip.

Tell it like it is.

That's a cool song.

Chill out.

Let it all hang out.

It ain't true!

Don’t bug me!

Do your own thing.

Get your act together!

Don’t tell my old man!

. He's really put together.

Loosen up!

Right on!

Hey, you don't need to get all worked up!

She’s a cool person.

What kind of English would you use in the following situations?

—

N o g M~ w N

Is talking slang wrong?

When should slang not be used?

Now, on your own paper, write as many slang expressions as you can think of.

. eating dinner in a formal restaurant

talking with friends after class

talking with your grandmother

having an interview downtown for a job

talking to your best friend on the telephone

writing a social studies report

writing a letter to a friend

15




Test 3— Slang and Standard English

Write slang or standard after each sentence below.

1. He was rapping with the dude.

2. What's up?
3. Billy’s father is very tall.
4. That CD is awesome.
5. I don’t have any money on me today.
6. He was wearing a sweet leather jacket.
7. 1don't do drugs.
8. How old do you think she is?
9. That'’s the tallest building in the city.
10. He’s up there shooting his mouth off again.

Now write what kind of English you would use in each situation below.

1. being interviewed on a radio program

. talking to the principal in his office

. being interviewed for college

2
3. talking to your best friend on the phone
4
5

. talking to a group of your friends on the street

Is talking slang wrong?

When should slang not be used?

Now write your own favorite slang expressions in the left column. Write what they mean in
standard English in the right column.

Slang Standard

© N o o 0 W N
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Review Test 3

21

In the following sentences, underline a subject once and a predicate twice; some sentences are
compound.

1. His aging grandmother died last night.

2. The entire family of twenty-five people came to the funeral.

3. Some people cried, and others held their heads in their hands.
4. Clouds drifted across the sky.

5. A far-away jet climbed into the sky, but people could not hear its engines.

Write fragment after sentence fragments and compl/ete after complete sentences.

1. Cynthia was the most intelligent person in the class.

After getting the paper.

| didn’t mean to hurt your feelings.

George slept soundly.

People coming from all over the place.

Plain as can be.

The airplane was out of sight in five minutes.

Her father who came from Hawaii.

Over the table, sitting on the shelf.
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He cried out in frustration.

Make the following fragments into complete sentences by rewriting them and adding words
where necessary.

1. Laughing all the way home.

2. The sky, a lovely color.

3. Living in New York City.

4. The horse jumped. Gracefully over the fence.

17



Unit 4—Double Negatives 1

12

The form of nonstandard English that is most frowned upon (besides swearing) is the double negative.
This is using the idea of not twice in the same sentence — for example, ‘I don't have no money.” People

who like to hear standard English think that the idea of not should be used only once.

It may seem that using the double negative gets across the idea of not more strongly. But it is not standard

English. Although it may be all right for some situations, remember not to use it when people want

standard English.

Rewrite these sentences without the double negative.

1.

N o o M w N

1.
12.

13.

. We don’t have none of that kind of ice cream left.

| don’t have no money. | don’t have any money.

There isn’t no time to waste.

| can’t get no satisfaction.

He wasn’t nowhere to be seen.

She didn’t have none of that.

No one never gives me nothing.

There isn’t nothing to do in this room.

| can’t eat no more.

You aren’t never here on time.

He never does nothing right.

He couldn’t find no gas stations open nowhere.

They haven't never been good at basketball.

18


























































































































































































































































